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CLEAN  DOMESTIC  RENEWABLE 


E-85:  A  Better  Way 
to  Drive 


What  is  E-85? 
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E-85  is  a  vehicle  fuel  consisting  of  85 
percent  ethanol  mixed  with  15  percent 
gasoline.  One  out  of  six  rows  of  corn  in 
Illinois  goes  towards  the  production  of 
ethanol.  Therefore,  E-85  is  an  "Illinois 
fuel"  as  it  is  grown  in  Illinois,  harvested  by 
Illinois  farmers,  sent  to  one  of  several 
ethanol  plants  in  Illinois,  and  distributed 
to  select  Illinois  fuel  retailers  for  use  by 
Illinois  drivers. 

From  the  corn  fields  to  the  fuel  pumps, 
the  flow  of  dollars  associated  with  E-85 
stay  in  Illinois,  benefiting  our  farmers, 
agri-businesses,  and  consumers.  It  is  a 
WIN  for  Illinois  because  it  helps  to  keep 
our  air  clean,  it  reduces  our  dependence 
on  foreign  oil,  and  it  provides  a  much- 
needed  economic  boost  to  Illinois  by 
keeping  our  hard-earned  dollars  within 
the  state. 

With  more  vehicles  that  use  this  "Illinois 
fuel,"  Illinois  stands  to  benefit  for  years  to 
come.  The  first  E-85  vehicles  were 
produced  in  1992,  so  the  auto 
manufacturers  have  nearly  15  years  of 
experience  in  designing  vehicles  that  can 
use  E-85.  In  fact,  Henry  Ford's  Model  T 
was  originally  designed  to  run  on  100 

percent  ethanol. 


Who  can  use  E-85 
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There  are  approximately  30  models  of 
vehicles  that  have  been  designed  to  use 
both  gasoline  and  E-85  fuel.  There  are 
over  300,000  vehicles  in  Illinois  that  can 
use  E-85  and  most  drivers  do  not  know 
they  are  capable  of  using  this  "Illinois 
fuel."  These  vehicles  include  sedans, 
minivans,  pickup  trucks,  and  SUVs.  E-85 
vehicles  are  indicated  on  the  inside  of  the 
fuel  door  and  in  the  owner's  manual 
under  "Fuel."  Some  of  these  vehicles 
include  certain  Chevrolet  and  CMC 
pickups  and  SUVs,  DaimlerChrysler  and 
Dodge  pickup  trucks  and  minivans,  and 
Ford  sedans,  pickups,  and  SUVs.  For  a 
complete  list  of  vehicles  that  can  use  E-85 
and  the  locations  of  gas  stations  that  sell 
E-85  in  Illinois,  go  to 
www.illinoisgreenfleets.org. 


Other  Benefits  of  E-85... 


E-85  now  costs  less  than  gasoline.  In  july 
2003,  Governor  Blagojevich  signed 
legislation  that  eliminated  the  6.25 
percent  state  sales  tax  on  renewable  fuels 
including  E-85.  With  this  legislation,  E-85 
can  be  expected  to  be  10  to  20  cents  less 
than  regular  gasoline. 

E-85  reduces  hydrocarbon  emissions  by 
up  to  30  percent  and  carbon  monoxide 
by  up  to  60  percent.  E-85  helps  to  clean 


the  air  by  reducing  emissions  from 
vehicles,  the  largest  contributor  of  air 
pollution  in  Illinois,  particularly  in 
metropolatin  areas. 

While  vehicles  that  use  E-85  may 
experience  a  decrease  in  miles  per  gallon 
of  1 0  to  20  percent,  E-85  does  have  an 
octane  value  of  100,  as  compared  to 
gasoline's  octane  of  87  (regular),  89-90 
(mid-grade),  and  92  (premium),  which  all 
cost  more.  Many  drivers  report  that  the 
decrease  in  mileage  is  nominal  compared 
to  the  cost  and  environmental  benefits  of 
using  E-85. 

Using  E-85... 

Vehicles  that  can  use  E-85  are  designed 
with  enhanced  components,  such  as 
stainless  steel  fuel  lines  and  an  alcohol 
sensor,  that  automatically  adjusts  the 
engine  for  various  ethanol-gasoline 
mixtures.  Consumers  can  alternate  filling 
up  with  gasoline  and  E-85,  dependent  on 
the  availability  of  E-85  fuel  in  their  area. 

When  purchasing  a  new  vehicle,  ask  the 
dealer  about  which  vehicles  can  use  E-85. 
Remember,  such  a  purchase  will  help 
clean  the  air  and  save  you  on  fuel  costs. 
For  some  vehicle  models,  you  may  have 
to  order  the  vehicle  so  it  is  equipped  with 
the  engine  that  can  use  E-85.  Ask  your 
dealer  for  details. 


Illinois  Green  Fuel  Stations 
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E-85  is  available  at  the  following 
designated  Illinois  Green  Fuel  stations: 


Chicago  area 

Arlington  Heights  Marathon 

81 5  West  Rand  Road 
Chicago  Gas  City 

4070  North  Clark  Street 
Chicago  Kean  Oil 

2632  West  1 1 1th  Street 
Des  Plaines  Speedway 

885  East  Touhy  Avenue 
Elgin  Marathon 

1126  Larkin  Avenue 
Elmhurst  Clark 

926  North  York  Road 
Evanston  Clark 

2431  Dempster 
Mt  Prospect  Marathon 

310  West  Northwest  Highway 
Palatine  Marathon 

515  West  Colfax 


Statewide 

Bloomington  F/S 

Route  1 50  South  &  Veterans  Pkwy. 
Dwight  BP 

1-55  at  Highway  47  (Exit  220) 
Rockford  Phillips  66 

4545  Sandy  Hollow  Road 


E’85:  Green  Environment,  Green 
Energy,  and  Green  Economics  for  a 
Green  Ulinois 

For  more  information  on  E-85  fuels  and 
vehicles,  contact  the  Illinois  EPA  at  (217) 
557-1441  or  go  to 
wwwAHinoisgreenfleets.org. 
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